To Users of This Book

The idea to make this book came after we failed to come across a beginner-level text that met the needs of students
hoping to learn practical Japanese for immediate use in the real world as opposed to grammar.
The majority of beginner texts we found made it difhicult to grasp the Japanese language in a systematic way. Over-

technical explanations, unnatural example sentences, and limited scope for a lesser learning experience, as well as

choppy sentences that did not adequately portray an actual conversation, made it practically impossible to find a

textbook that we felt would satisty the curiosity of the adult learner.

This text is characterized by the following four points:

1. Instead of grammar, phrases and their function within a conversation are written out to help students learn
natural sounding Japanese.

2. Units are composed of several different elements, with a variety of situations, functions, and topics to allow
students to effectively learn genuinely helpful expressions in accordance with their interests.

3. Conversation drills are presented separately from grammatical explanations to help students easily understand

both practical exercises and the workings of the Japanese language.

4. Each unit contains a variety of practice exercises to help students naturally acquire target phrases and expressions.

Our goal in creating this book was to realize a text that 1) motivated students to talk about a variety of subjects with
sentence patterns they had just learned; 2) spoke to adults with a sense of intellectual curiosity in a practical ways;
and 3) made readers feel more familiar with Japan.

At the core of this book is our desire for everyone who has had the opportunity to come to Japan to enjoy their stay

in the country. Nothing would make us happier than to know that this book in some way contributed to your having

a positive experience in Japan.

Numerous people have contributed to the completion of this book since we first began writing it in 2007,

Our editor, Maiko Kohno, and illustrator, Noriaki Hiratsuka, went to great lengths to introduce us to the unknown
world of publishing, and by far provided the greatest help in finishing this project.

Steve King of Pearson Education, who worked as our advisor, provided valuable insight wherever necessary.
Matthew Harvey, husband of co-author Yukiko Watanabe, was always on hand to share ideas and lend his support
right from the conceptual stages of the book. We would like to take this space to thank them again.

In closing, we would also like to offer our respect and gratitude to the following people at lidabashi Japanese
Language School: to the faculty, who provided feedback from their vast experience in using different teaching
materials; to the staft, who took on additional tasks in their day-to-day workload to support the writing of this book
from behind the scenes; and to all the students we have encountered in both the past and present, who have always

been there to provide the motivation and inspiration to produce materials for learning Japanese. Thank you all from

the bottom of our hearts.

The Authors
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How to Use This Book (To Learners)

Introduction

This book is designed to help beginner students, including those with no knowledge of the Japanese
language, acquire natural-sounding, essential Japanese that can be used immediately in daily conversation.
Because this book does not develop concepts of grammar as it progresses, students may begin studying from
any of the 12 units at their leisure.

Particles, a grammatical device of the Japanese language, are frequently omitted as they are in daily
conversation to expose students to natural sounding Japanese as much as possible. Roman letters and kana
spellings to approximate the actual pronunciation of certain words are also included.

We recommend that students memorize phrases and expressions as they appear in the included dialogues so
as to reproduce them later, and not analyze all elements of each sentence to study grammar.

The Grammar Appendix included at the back of the book is a complement to the main text intended to help
students acquire a systematic understanding of the construction of the Japanese language. We recommend
that students use the vocabulary list in the Appendix to expand exercises and practice dialogues found in the
book, as well as carry around for reference of necessary words for daily conversation. The color pages in the
book’s pre-text include pictures of foods commonly seen in Japan, which should prove useful for daily life as

well as conversation practice.

What's in a unit

Unit phrases Phrase 1 - 4: Use note and example sentences to understand how phrases are used.

Practice A: New words and practice conversation patterns.
Use words from Practice A to complete phrases and communicate. Practice until you can
say the words you need to know without looking at the book.

Practice B: Short practice conversations using target phrases.
Use words in Practice A to complete brief practice conversations.

General Dialogue: Use the target phrases in each unit to practice longer conversations.

exercises Listening: Practice listening exercises with Japanese spoken at a natural speed.

Do you remember?: Use the right word or sentence as indicated by an illustration to see if
you have learned target phrases.

Role playing: Perform role play exercises using the expressions learned in that unit.

Phrases for This Unit: Review the phrases learned in a unit in addition to other crucial
expressions.

Other pages Material: A page of items to help effectively perform practice conversations.

One More Step: Practice for students wanting to challenge themselves to more difficult
expressions.

Remember and Usel!l: A page to help students memorize basic Japanese words, Including
numbers, verbs, and adjectives, for later use.

Good to Know: Helpful introductions to services and Japanese words and phrases that make

life in Japan a breeze.
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@ UNIT 2 Is there an ATM around here? - Asking for directions @

Phrase 3 Gather information about a place you are trying to go. ~DE k_ ~ D _ ~ DR e
0%y & (53835 HE aoaog| |[# £ N===|EERE &
-no hidari | GEEET -no migi 35808 priceeTRElE Efurﬁ%
fees 5 B = %= = N “- seome -i: T‘-r ¥ i | 3 'i. T =
31_3 /a] ‘L‘T:‘E— T‘- l"h' T 3-13\ o QY he left of to the right of in front of
W TAZiL W to the lett o g
Yabinkyoku ni ikitai n desu ga...... . P’m trying to get to the post office. ~ D3 < 3 ~DLY) e ~DI) LA [EENE
5 iR | L P
-no chikaku N[ E -no tonari jHooEs -no ushiro | | Fe®
near next to behind

R A A e e . g, e B g LG St sl Py N, Lol i A e L 1 e St e e o e e e e L ey P B e e R e e e e AT il Ay T A s G S e ™

ﬁ?_IE— “ __ ni ikitai” means “ I would like to go to __” or “I am trying to getto __”

“ __n desu ga” frequently precedes a sentence requesting information, but because [
this nuance is so obvious from context, the rest of the sentence following“__ n desu

ga” is often left out.

T e et L R

Look at the map on p. 33 and ask for items 1-4 with the conversation template below.

e i

-~ - - - - - — - - - N A ) - el
Ty Rl T e T — P - w s e, W AR RS S T o ey s T P S F o W e =Ty e = Sl R r="=R ro el L e e T P e T e e e el s e e T i -

”E“”Wi“ EX. 3 Lﬂffﬁﬁ Fuji byoin
- ‘ 1.4 hon-ya 2 BEf eigakan 3. X{LAK7/L Sakurahoteru & #{E5 yubinkyoku
Jav T LFHA FMEAIITERODATIT D, B4 %

WIVAZELEL U

= . 2N S
EOBEOETIL e Tl GUgpens s T

: : U&oWVA
Jon . Sumimasen. Yubinkyoku ni . John : Excuse me, I'm trying to get to the post BERE - ( _F-7< ) T3 L., ~ (%ﬁﬁ'ﬁ‘g@ El]) T J,
L. : HWEDHA U Le2hA
ikitai n desu ga...... ; : oftice, but.... : 3y T
. . ; ; ) E ~7 . . ¥
Keisatsu-kan : Ano kden no hidari desu yo. . Policeman : It’s to the left of that park. g 5
A EF AT B, ez 5
Use the following words with the phrase “ ni ikitai n desu ga...... ." :
Jon - Sumimasen, <Fuji byoin > John : Excuse me, I'm trying to get to Fuji
n ni ikitai n desu ga... . Hospital.
= ol : ; R . 3. o
%ELE; aﬁ H%L;IEE EM %%'Lj; E_ I Keisatsu-kan : <Koko massugu> desu yo. Policeman .I:ls straight down here. / It’s in front of
yubinkyoku i |||  eigakan 2 ginkd s / <Bijutsukan no mae> desu yo. EIGRREH
post office | movie theater bank 'I' ; J5i . Chikai desy ka John : Is it near here?
Coi y | Hai chikai d ' Policeman : Yes. / No, it’s a little far.
ﬁﬁ#@ @ ?} ﬁ _jﬁ]g)rza % ﬁﬁ‘ﬁﬁ' elsatsu-kan E:al. chikal es.u yO.
ED AD AA Z2 AA UL LA U w2 HA / |IE, ChOTTO tOi desu VD.
dobutsu-en koen byoin bijutsukan
Z0O park hospital art museum
Qtﬂ-ﬂfr,‘:..
A 2 Tj-ckn 5 = MEMO
Answer the questions from above using the following words with the phrase desu yo. S ——

AN TT9 5, ~ Chikai desu ka. /Is it near here?

i

5 ;- ¥E\NT9 L, Chotto toi desu yo. /Tt alittle far.
a2

222-7¢ | bob )l B3I
koko massugu acchi ~ < muko
straight up / down here / over that way / /\ over there




" Dialogue

Look at the picture on the right page and have a practice conversation replacing the words in (1) - (4).

-In front of a station-

HT—Ib T L FHA, Kumaru . Sumimasen.
ZOAN I\, Onna no hito : Hai.
BAL V&
9= (D) XL LAREITATE -\WVAT¢ Kumaru : (1) Sakura koen ni ikitai n desu
EF W
/ARRRERE i o, -
HDAN A > YL . ZF-59TTCd L, Onnano hito: Etto......, koko massugu desu yo.
HAGE V&
9=V : %) TT D . TNH L, 2 Kumaru . SO desu ka. A, sorekara, kono
NAISCQQATM B Y 9 9% hen ni (2) ATM arimasu ka.
TOAN T CT AL < Onna no hito : SO desu ne...... .
Al VE
Hh.(RaeEZITHY) FT L, A, (3) kombini ni arimasu yo.
9=k 1(3) 2 E=TE I TT 0% Kumaru - (3) Kombini wa doko desu ka.
ZOAN  :(4) T L LANE DR T, Onna no hito : (4) Sakura kden no mae desu.
AL Uk TAAA Fx
23—V H YA ) T XWF T, Kumaru . Arigatdo gozaimasu.
1) (1) CIabe Fuji byin
| (2) ﬁ% hana-ya (= flower shop)
Bl A =0 sUpa
(4) FRBED:f byoin no chikaku
LD LA 5
L@ () BEREAEE Gendai bijutsukan (= Modern art museum)
| (2) 24 ey i— koin rokka
(3) iﬁ&f%ﬁ)% chikatetsu no eki
(4) N R E‘G’) B basu-tei no mukd
MO
P

Z M.#H L, sorekara / and (Used when uttering an additional statement or question.)

@ UNIT 2 Is there an ATM around here? - Asking for directions @

Look at the map while doing the practice conversation on the left page.
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@ UNIT 2 Is there an ATM around here? - Asking for directions @

Listen to the conversation between the man and woman and choose the correct answer. Use the phrases you have studied in this unit in situations -®) below.

Do you remember?

On the street Q3 At a department store

® L. The book store is on the third floor.
1 ' 2. The book store is on the second floor.

1. The internet café is over there.

13 2. The internet café is right here.

3. There internet café is straight down 3. Thebook store is on the ground floor.
here. @ Information
Q2 At a supermarket Q4 On the street :
zw 1. The customer is looking for a 1. The 100-yen store is in front of the
restroom. 16 convenience store.
2. The customer is looking for a cash "~ 2.The 100-yen store is behind the
register. convenience store.
3. The customer is looking for a 3. The 100-yen store is next to the
bookstore. convenience store.
olelel { 1

Role playing

Role play using the cards below. —See the map on page 33.

1.

A: You would like to use the internet. |  B: A-san stops to ask you questions in
You come across B-san in the sfreet the street. Answer A-sans questions.
and ask if there is an internet café '

in the area, where it is, and if it is
nearby.

2.
A: You are in front of the train B: This is your first time here. You
station and want to take the bus to saw a bus stop nearby, but youre not
the Gendai Museum. Ask B-san where sure if the bus goes to the Gendai
the bus stop is and if the bus goes to Museum.
the museum.




Phrases for This Unit

it Phrases

unit PR

@ "D~ ATM H Y £9 9> Kono hen ni, ATM arimasuka.

@[ L. YZ2TTH, Toire, doko desu ka.
O E 5 |TATX/-\WATTAHS e o Yubinkyoku ni ikitai n desu
I PAZELL Ly B 7 (R— ;

Usefu\ exgressions

@ ». \ VT, Ja, ii desu.

@1t H)—E\\\TThH, M6 ichido ii desu ka.
WH ¥

@~ (I TT 0, ...wa nan-kai desu ka.
AW

@:T\\TTH, Chikai desu ka.

5 i
@ TMNHLH, ~ sorekara, ...

(Dot

V' Now I can...

Is there an ATM around here?
Where is the restroom?

I'm trying to go to the post

DfHCE.

Thats alright.

Would you say that one more
time?

What floor is the ... on?
Is it near here?

and [Used when uttering
an additional statement or
questiﬂn.]

[0 Ask if the store or place I want to go to is in the

nearby area

[1 Ask for the location of the store or place I want

to go to

[0 Ask and understand simple directions
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