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The people who invented hiragana long ago must have
been a leisurely and spiritually rich people. Whenever |
see hiragana, or whenever | read or write it, this is
what | think. Hiragana characters are gentle and
unrestrained, and each has its own whims. And
because there aren’t any strict standards to which
they must conform, each has a personality all its own.

However, this absence of “strict standards” often
causes trouble for learners of Japanese. It’s difficult to
follow a character’s “whims.” It’s about as difficult as
trying to precisely imitate someone else’s humming.

| believe the best way to learn hiragana is to get to
know the personalities and whims of the individual
characters—to appreciate the rich variety of shapes
and sizes they come in. | devised this book to help
readers do just this. | hope my readers have as much

fun with it as | have had in the process of creating it.

Gomi Taro
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