Preface

It is generally recognized that one of the major challenges for the learners of Japanese who have
no background in using Chinese characters is acquiring the ability to read and write kanji. For
those learners, the Japanese writing system is completely foreign and kanji look as though they are
arbitrary graphic patterns consisting of different lines and dots. Therefore, it is understandable that
many people hesitate to learn Japanese when they find these foreign characters used in the writing
system. and that some learners focus on oral communication skills while avoiding learning written
Japanese. It is true that the acquisition of written Japanese is a somewhat laborious task, but it will
mot be as laborious as you expect it to be if you are guided properly. Besides, you may experience a
sense of wonder and excitement as you become familiar with a completely different writing system.
The Romans said that there is no royal road to learning. But there is a proper road to learning. This
book will lead you onto the proper road. so that you can learn to read and write Japanese, and kanji
m particular, in an informative and enjoyable way.

Ms. Ayako Kikukawa, who also did the editorial work on #)# I {#4" . played an important role
2gain in compiling this book. It took far longer to write than we had initially expected. but Ms.
Kikukawa constantly encouraged the authors, giving precious comments and suggestions for the
mmprovement of the manuscripts. On behalf of the authors of the book. I wish to thank her again.
I also wish to extend my sincere gratitude to Mr. Masahiko Nishino, who also worked with us in
writing fJ#% I {#5 . for his excellent work on the illustrations.

October 2001
Koichi Nishiguchi

With the publication of *‘Minna no Nihongo Shokyu II Second Edition Main Text.” the vocabulary in
#has book has been revised and the book now published as a Second Edition.

3A Corporation
February 2017
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milk
# FEJ beef
%i’— cow, bull, cattle

9L AFw9

047 83 4F 328

}# 227

ﬁ (1% vt putin order, tidy (up),

put away, finish

IR vi. be put in order, be
| settled. be finished
R F one hand/arm
)—T ;E one leg/foot
H‘ zﬁ one-way (ticket)
A?g ~‘f: AL
% 228
’fﬂéj' % prepare lessons
%”r'ﬁl’q" % reserve, make a reservation
;i’ E plan, schedule
Tiﬁ%ﬁlfi weather forecast,

weather report
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25 B inconvenient
T insufficiency, shortage
KA R water shortage
LA E
N uneasy, insecure

B A
-+ %7 inadequate
A >
NN

N 230

L AN earnest
- L/

9| & 5 feel relieved. stop

worrying, feel at ease

NNt worried, anxious
RUENS mind, heart, spirit
Rl one’s real intention/mind
1==ANN center, middle
L LA
ANZZA ALA
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